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In a case in which specific intent is a required element, the court must instruct the jury as to that requirement even in the 
absence of a request.! 


A trial judge’s refusal to instruct the jury that a required element of the crime of attempted extortion is the utterance of a 
“threat” is not erroneous where the judge adequately defines “extortion” in his or her instructions, and the judge is not 
required to repeat his or her instruction, to give undue emphasis to any particular part, or to instruct the jury in the exact 
language requested by the defendant.’ 


In some cases, courts on appeal have held that lesser-included-offense jury instructions on crimes within the charged crime of 


bribery were warranted at the trial court’ though in other cases, trial courts have been said to have properly denied such jury 
instructions where the defendant was charged with the greater offense of bribery.’ 
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Footnotes 
l People v. Hesslink, 167 Cal. App. 3d 781, 213 Cal. Rptr. 465 (4th Dist. 1985). 
- Com. v. Matchett, 386 Mass. 492, 436 N.E.2d 400 (1982). 
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